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Organisation of Pharmaceutical Producers of India

Publication The Hindu Business Line

Date 2- Feb

Edition Print+Online

Headline Critical medicines under Patient Assistance Programmes get some basic customs duty
relief

Customs duty relief for critical medicines
under Patient Assistance Programmes

—
PT Jyothi Datta
Mumbai

An expansion of the Patient
Assistance Programmes
(PAP) is expected with the
Budget exempting 37 critical
medicines from the basic

Customs duty (BCD),
provided the drugs are given
away free.

Medicines from 10 mul-
tinational companies are lis-
ted in the PAPs named in the
Budget. PAPs help ease the
price burden on patients as
under an arrangement, ex-
pensive drugs for cancer and
other diseases from these
companies are provided
sometimes entirely free or at
areduced price or discount.

Companies  benefiting
from this directive should
have a cost savings of at least

Patients with cancer, rare
diseases and other chronic
ilinesses could also see
some relief

S per cent and that should as-
sist in greater patient cover-
age under PAPs, said
Hitesh Sharma,
Partner and National Life
Sciences tax leader, EY India.
Industry watchers said the
BCD varied across different
medicines. The Budget said:
“Specified drugs and medi-
cines under Patient Assist-

ance Programmes run by
pharmaceutical companies
are fully exempt from BCD,
provided the medicines are
supplied free of cost to pa-
tients. I propose to add 37
more medicines, along with
13 new patient assistance
programmes.”

Anil Matai, Director-Gen-
eral, Organisation of Phar-
maceutical Producers of In-
dia (OPPI), agreed the BCD
exemption would help ex-
pand the programme to
more patients, besides en-
couraging more companies
to participate in similar
schemes.

LIFE-SAVING MEDICINES
In fact, patients with cancer,
rare diseases and chronic ill-
nesses could also get some
relief, said industry watch-
ers, as the Budget exempted

36 life-saving drugs and
medicines from BCD. An-
other six life-saving medi-
cines were added to the list
attracting concessional Cus-
toms duty of 5 per cent.

Also, full exemption and
concessional duty are being
extended to bulk drugs for
the manufacture of the
above, the FM said.

Public health voices, how-
ever, urged the government
to ensure the benefits are
passed on to patients. KM
Gopakumar, with the Third
World Network, said drug
pricing is not transparent,
and similar measures in the
past have not benefited pa-
tients. The Budget also out-
lined daycare cancer centres
in all district hospitals in the
next 3 years. The FM said,
“200 centres will be estab-
lished in 2025-26.”
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Organisation of Pharmaceutical Producers of India

Publication The Times of India

Date 2- Feb

Edition Print+Online

Headline Union Budget 2025: Sanjeevani to critically sick patients
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Organisation of Pharmaceutical Producers of India

Publication Express Pharma

Date 1-Feb

Edition Online

Headline Some gaps in Union Budget 2025, but positive policy-level clarifications: Anil Matai,

OPPI

Anil Matai, Director General, OPPI observes that while some gaps remain, OPPI is committed to facilitating and
partnering with the government to bridge these gaps and ensure successful implementation

The Union Budget 2025 reflects the government’s strong commitment to strengthening India’s healthcare ecosystem
through progressive and patient-centric initiatives.

The plan to establish 200 daycare cancer centers in the next fiscal year, as part of a broader effort to equip all district
hospitals with such facilities over the next three years, is a pivotal step toward enhancing accessibility to specialised
cancer care, particularly in underserved regions.

Ahead of the budget, we emphasised the need for policy-level clarifications, particularly the expansion of exemptions
for life-saving drugs and oncology medications from import duty to reduce treatment costs.

We are pleased with the addition of 36 new medicines to the list of drugs fully exempt from customs duty, along with
six new drugs that qualify for partial exemptions. Additionally, 13 patient assistance programmes have been included
under this exemption framework, which will further ease the financial burden on patients requiring critical therapies.

The introduction of a national framework to promote Global Capability Centers (GCCs) in tier-two cities is a positive
step, and we look forward to their establishment and the resulting economic boost.
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Organisation of Pharmaceutical Producers of India

Publication Pharmabiz

Date 3-Feb
Edition Online
Headline OPPI sees Union Budget 2025 paves way for an innovation-driven healthcare

landscape in India

OPPI sees Union Budget 2025 paves way for an innovation-driven healthcare
landscape in India

Our Bureau, Bengaluru
Monday, February 3, 2025, 17:45 Hrs [IST]

Organisation of Pharmaceutical Producers of India (OPPI) sees that initiatives collectively pave the way for a stronger, more inclusive, and innovation-
driven healthcare landscape in India.

Anil Matai, director general, OPPI, said that this year budget reflects the government’s strong commitment to strengthening India’s healthcare ecosystem
through progressive and patient-centric initiatives. The plan to establish 200 day care cancer centers in the next fiscal year, as part of a broader effort to
equip all district hospitals with such facilities over the next three years, is a pivotal step toward enhancing accessibility to specialized cancer care,
particularly in underserved regions.

Ahead of the budget, we emphasized the need for policy-level clarifications, particularly the expansion of exemptions for life-saving drugs and oncology
medications from import duty to reduce treatment costs. We are pleased with the addition of 36 new medicines to the list of drugs fully exempt from
customs duty, along with 6 new drugs that qualify for partial exemptions. Additionally, 13 patient assistance programs have been included under this
exemption framework, which will further ease the financial burden on patients requiring critical therapies, he added.

The introduction of a national framework to promote Global Capability Centers (GCCs) in tier-two cities is a positive step, and we look forward to their
establishment and the resulting economic boost. While some gaps remain, OPPI is committed to facilitating and partnering with the government to
bridge these gaps and ensure successful implementation. Additionally, the increase of 10,000 medical seats this year, with a goal of 75,000 additional
seats over five years, reflects a decisive push towards bridging the talent gap and building a skilled healthcare workforce. We remain committed to
working alongside policymakers to further strengthen the sector and address areas that require continued attention, said the OPPI chief.
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Publication Medical Buyer

Date 1-Feb

Edition Online

Headline Responses — Union Budget

Anil Matai, Director General, Organisation of Pharmaceutical Producers of India

“The Union Budget 2025 reflects the government’s strong commitment to strengthening
India’s healthcare ecosystem through progressive and patient-centric initiatives. The plan
to establish 200 daycare cancer centers in the next fiscal year, as part of a broader effort to
equip all district hospitals with such facilities over the next three years, is a pivotal step
toward enhancing accessibility to specialized cancer care, particularly in underserved

regions.

We are pleased with the addition of 36 new medicines to the list of drugs fully exempt from
customs duty, along with 6 new drugs that qualify for partial exemptions. Additionally, 13
patient assistance programs have been included under this exemption framework, which
will further ease the financial burden on patients requiring critical therapies.

The introduction of a national framework to promote Global Capability Centers (GCCs) in
tier-two cities is a positive step, and we look forward to their establishment and the
resulting economic boost. Additionally, the increase of 10,000 medical seats this year, with
a goal of 75,000 additional seats over five years, reflects a decisive push towards bridging
the talent gap and building a skilled healthcare workforce.
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Publication Biovoice
Date 1 Feb
Edition Online
Headline Budget 2025: OPPI hails initiatives for inclusive & innovation-driven healthcare
landscape

New Delhi: Reacting to the Union Budget 2025-26, the Organisation of Pharmaceutical
Producers of India (OPPI) has termed it positive and reflecting the government'’s strong
commitment to strengthening India’s healthcare ecosystem through progressive and patient-
centric initiatives.

“The plan to establish 200 daycare cancer centers in the next fiscal year, as part of a broader
effort to equip all district hospitals with such facilities over the next three years, is a pivotal
step toward enhancing accessibility to specialized cancer care, particularly in underserved
regions,” said Anil Matai, Director General, OPPI.

“Ahead of the budget, we emphasized the need for policy-level clarifications, particularly the
expansion of exemptions for life-saving drugs and oncology medications from import duty
to reduce treatment costs. We are pleased with the addition of 36 new medicines to the list
of drugs fully exempt from customs duty, along with 6 new drugs that qualify for partial
exemptions. Additionally, 13 patient assistance programs have been included under this
exemption framework, which will further ease the financial burden on patients requiring
critical therapies,” Matai added.
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Organisation of Pharmaceutical Producers of India

Publication Fortune India

Date 11-Feb

Edition Online

Headline Global Pharma’s India Bet: MNCs Make India A Hub For Healthcare Innovation and

Medical Research

“"MANCSARE
POISED TO
TAPTHIS
EXPANDING
MARKRETBY
INVESTINGIN
RaeD. DIGITAL
HEALTHCARE.,”

Anil Matal, director ganeral,
Craerisetion of Pharmaceuticsl
Producers of India

many aspects of the value chindn from
Ineation, R&D and sesled-up manu-
facturing to data amadytics and AT-led
transformation,” says Matai. He adds
this will build capahility, stalls and tal-
ent and ensure adoption of innovative
methods to vedues the cost of deliver-
ing healtheare, *The push for nniversal
health coverage and mereased govern-
ment spending on healthcore wall
peovide a fuourable environment for
global pharmacsaieal companies to
expand reach and contribate o Indias
healtheare ecosysten,” says Matai,

In fact, the govermment has taken
several steps to make India a preforred
destinatson for phammaceuticeal MNCs.
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Organisation of Pharmaceutical Producers of India

Publication BW HealthcareWorld

Date 18-Feb
Edition Online
Headline

The Role Of Innovation In India's Biopharmaceutical Future

Innovation is the driving force behind progress in the biopharmaceutical sector, with the potential to shape
healthcare systems, improve public health, and contribute to economic prosperity. As India seeks to expand
its pharmaceutical market to USD 120-130 billion by 2030, it is essential to shift from volume-based growth
to value-based innovation. The Government of India’s Amrit Kaal blueprint - Vision Pharma 2047 envisaging
India as ‘Vishwaguru’ (global leader) in innovation & research underscores the commitment and
recognition on the part of the Government of India that research and innovation are critical means for
enabling India to pivot from the volume based to value based pharmaceutical industry. India has long been
recognised as the ‘pharmacy of the world’ and has a robust and diverse pharmaceutical ecosystem.
Strategic investments and forward-looking policies are crucial for our transformation to ‘pharma
powerhouse to the world’. We need to conceive a strategy that not only meets the expectations of India’s
aspirations but also contributes to the vision of Viksit Bharat@2047, as envisaged by our honourable Prime

Minister Shri Narendra Modi ji.

Innovation and Research & Development (R&D) are indispensable for advancing medical science and
addressing new health challenges. The Indian pharmaceutical industry, often referred to as the 'Pharmacy
of the World," is poised to deliver high-quality, innovative healthcare solutions. It is already a key player
globally, exporting to over 200 countries and ranking as the third largest by volume, with a market size of
USD58 billion, comprising USD30 billion in exports and USD28 billion in domestic consumption, and aspires
to grow to USD130 billion by 2030. However, to maintain its competitive edge, there is a need for India to
focus on research and innovation while also ensuring that the drugs are accessible to the entire population
and that high-quality India-manufactured drugs meet global standards, especially in regulated markets like
the U.S. and Europe. Additionally, sustained investment in healthcare R&D infrastructure and collaboration
in research is necessary for developing innovative solutions to global health issues, including future

pandemics.
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